
BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE

priorities for 2019/2020

The Every Child Initiative will reach young children across our community 
who are at greatest risk for low literacy. Programs for these children, 
and their parents and caregivers, include engaging books and materials 
and hands-on educational programs that teach parents about early brain 
development and reading practices. Partnerships with hospitals, clinics, 
jails, Head Starts, teen parent programs and WIC (Women, Infants & 
Children) connect librarians with vulnerable families. More than 32,000 
books go into homes every week, in 20 languages and cultures.

early literacy

Reach: 60,000 children and adults

Summer Reading engages children and teens in reading when school is not 
in session and kids are at risk of reading skill loss. It serves 3 out of every 4 
children in the county—a reach unparalleled by other literacy programs.

school age success

Reach: 110,000 babies, children, and teens

Diverse Books reach children in a meaningful way with books in which they 
can see themselves, and families like theirs, represented. This year, the 
library will build upon a multicultural and linguistically diverse collection of 
books and materials, and launch an outreach initiative to reach families with 
a clear message: this is your library. 

Reach: 50,000 children and adults

The Rockwood Library Makerspace is located in one of the highest-risk 
neighborhoods in our community. Built as an addition to the Rockwood 
Library, it is a hands-on learning and creating environment with tools 
for design and fabrication. It has become an unprecedented resource in 
this neighborhood, leveling the playing field for children who would not 
otherwise have this hands-on experience.

Reach: Thousands of children for years to come

Everybody Reads will engage our community in reading and discussing 
one inspiring, thought-provoking book. The Library Foundation makes 
it possible for teens to receive copies of the chosen book at their high 
schools, and for students to hear the author speak in person.  

learning for life

Reach: 15,000 teens and adults

Our support of Family programming at library branches includes a wide 
array of educational, instructional and cultural programs at neighborhood 
libraries across our community.

Reach: thousands of children, teens and adults

Support for families coping with dementia. The library has partnered with 
OHSU, PSU and an array of agencies to create caregiver kits for families 
who are caring for a loved one with dementia. The kits, along with “memory 
café” programming, educates family caregivers and offers them concrete 
tools to stimulate positive memories and conversations. These kits can be 
checked out by any family with a library card.

Reach: more than 1,000 adults


